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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION 

OCTOBER 28, 2013 

DEMOLITION AND RELOCATION PERMITS 

HDP-2013-0719 

1302 CANTERBURY STREET 

 

PROPOSAL 

Demolish the rest of a ca. 1904 house. 

 

ARCHITECTURE 

The house has now been stripped of its siding, roof, and windows, but it was a one-story, T-

plan, hipped-roof, board-and-batten frame house with an independent hipped-roof porch on 

ornamental metal posts. The house had vinyl siding before it was removed. 

RESEARCH 

The house appears to have been built around 1904; the first known occupant of the house 

was a C. Randolph, a carpenter, who lived here until around 1906.  By 1909, the house was 

occupied by Sam and Missouri L. (Lizzie) Hicks, who lived here off and on until his death in 

1929; after which, Lizzie stayed here until around 1934.  Sam Hicks had a variety of typical 

working-class jobs in early 20th century Austin, including a boiler washer for the Houston 

and Texas Central Railroad, a city teamster, and a laborer in the City parks.  He and Lizzie 

lived here, or at other houses on Canterbury Street, since around 1905; after Sam’s death in 

1929, Lizzie remained at this house until around 1934.  She had moved to a house in the 

4500 block of Avenue B at the time of her death in 1938. 

STAFF COMMENTS 

The house is not listed in any City survey.  The applicant received a partial demolition 

permit for the rear of the house and the deteriorated porch roof as part of a proposal to 

construct a two-story addition to the rear of the house in July, 2013, but removed all the 

siding and windows as well, triggering a determination that because the house did not meet 

current setback requirements that the entire structure must be demolished. 

The house next door (which was of significantly later construction and no architectural 

significance) at 1300 Canterbury has been demolished; the house at 1304 Canterbury is 

also scheduled for demolition (approved by the Historic Landmark Commission).  The house 

at 1306 Canterbury is of the same age and style as the houses at 1302 and 1304, but has 

had significant modifications, including the installation of a front picture window.  

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Require that the applicant seek a variance from the Board of Adjustment to retain what is 

left of the original house and to use that in accordance with the plans previously submitted 

for the partial demolition permit; staff further recommends that the applicant retain the 

original hipped-roof configuration of the front porch in the new construction. 



 D.12 - 2 

LOCATION MAP 
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1302 Canterbury Street 
ca. 1904 

 
 

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
1302 Canterbury Street 

 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
September, 2013 
 
1992  Isabel J. Torres, owner 
  Retired 
 
1985-86 Isabel J. Torres, owner 

Custodian, Austin ISD 
 
1981  Isabel J. Torres, owner 
  Custodian, public schools 
 
1977  Isabel T. Guerra, owner 
  No occupation listed 
 
1973  Isabel T. Guerra, owner 
  Aide, Austin Nursing Center, 110 E. Live Oak Street. 
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1968  Isabel T. Guerra, owner 
Employed by Riviana Foods, Aus-Tex Chili manufacturers, 310 San Antonio 
Street. 

 
1962  Thomas and Isabel Guerra, owners 
  Proprietor, Guerra’s Place, 606 E. 6th Street. 
 
1959  Thomas and Isabel Guerra, owners 

Bartender, El Papa Gallo (Janie Lopez, proprietor), 719 E. 6th Street. 
Also listed are Thomas, Jr. and Frances Guerra; he was a helper at Jess Allman 
Garage, 112-14 E. 1st Street. 

 
1955  Marvin A. and Ruby Brinkley, renters 
  Marvin: Driver 
  Ruby:  Waitress, Capitol Drug Store, 1300 Congress Avenue. 
  NOTE:  Thomas and Isabel Guerra are not listed in the directory. 
 
1953  Virginia C. Ortiz, owner 

Nurse, Brackenridge Hospital 
 
1949  William T. and Rosa A. Miller, renters 
  Helper, American Service, ice, 107 W. 2nd Street. 
 
1947  George F. and Willie L. Branum, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1944-45 George F. and Willie L. Branum, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1941  Louis E. and Janie Yates, renters 
  Laborer 
 
1939  Frederick C. and Lela McLendon, renters 
  Agent, Red Arrow Freight Lines, 222 W. 4th Street and 401 Lavaca Street. 

Also listed is Marian I. McLendon, a saleslady at McLellan’s Five and Dime, 710 
Congress Avenue. 

 
1937  Fredrick C. and Lela M. McLendon, renters 
  Agent, Brown Express, 401-03 Lavaca Street. 
  Also listed is Marion I. McLendon, no occupation stated. 
 
1935  Jerome and Gertrude Cox, renters 
  Truck helper, City Truck and Garbage Department. 

NOTE  Jerome and Gertrude Cox are listed in the main part of the directory at 
719 W. Monroe Street. 
NOTE:  Lizzie Hicks, the widow of Sam Hicks, is listed at 4504 Avenue C; she 
had no occupation listed. 
NOTE:  Fredrick and Lela M. McLendon are listed at 912½ Red River Street; he 
was the manager of G&H Motor Freight Lines, 912 Red River Street. 

 
1932-33 Lizzie Hicks, renter 
  Widow, Samuel Hicks, 
  No occupation listed 
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1930-31 Lizzie Hicks, renter 
  Widow, Samuel Hicks 
  No occupation listed 
 
1929  Lizzie Hicks, renter 
  No occupation listed 
 
1927  Samuel and Lizzie Hicks, renters 
  No occupation listed 
 
1924  Samuel and Lizzie Hicks, renters 
  Laborer, City Parks Department 
 
1922  Jack and May Reeves, renters 

 Teamster 
NOTE:  Samuel and Lizzie Hicks are listed at 1211 Canterbury Street; he was a 
teamster for the City. 

 
1920  Vacant 
 
1918  Richard H. and Mary Hawkins, renters 
  Carpenter 
 
1916  George B. Elsey 
  Photographer, 109 Congress Avenue. 

Also listed are G. Roy Elsey, a driver for Southern Bedding Manufacturing 
Company, mattresses, spring beds, cots, carpet cleaning and renovating, 901-05 
E. 4th Street; and Herschel Elsey, a helper at Southern Bedding. 

 
1914  Mrs. Mattie Smith 
  No occupation listed 
 
1912-13 Samuel Hicks 
  City teamster 
 
1910-11 Samuel Hicks 
  City teamster 
 
1909-10 Mattie E. (Mrs. T.W.) Lewis 
  No occupation listed 

SNOTE:  Samuel Hicks is listed as a city laborer living at 1208 Canterbury Street. 
 
1906-07 Lee H. Lawler 
  Teamster 

NOTE:  Samuel Hicks is listed as a boiler washer for the Houston and Texas 
Central Railroad, living at 1615 Canterbury Street. 

 
1905  C. Randolph 
  Carpenter 
 
1903-04 Unknown 
  NOTE:  C. Randolph is not listed in the directory. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
Sam and Lizzie (Missouri L.) Hicks (ca. 1910 – ca. 1934) 
The 1910 U.S. Census shows Samuel and Elizabeth Hicks at this address with their 8 children.  
Samuel Hicks was then 41, had been born in Texas, and was a general laborer.  Elizabeth 
Hicks was then 40, had been born in Alabama, and had no occupation listed.  Their three oldest 
children were also employed: both Lillard, 18, and Ernest, 16, were general laborers; and Annie, 
15, was a candy maker in a factory.  All of the children had been born in Texas.  The 1900 U.S. 
Census showed Sam and Lizzie Hicks at 104 Comal Street; he was a coal peddler. 
 
The 1920 U.S. Census shows Sam and Missouri L. Hicks as the renters of the house at 1211 
Canterbury Street.  Sam Hicks was a teamster for the City.  Missouri L. (Elizabeth in the 1910 
census report) was also 50, and had no occupation listed.  They had 5 children still with them; 
Earnest, 27, was a truck driver for a candy factory, and Dora, 19, was a clerk in a department 
store.  With them also lived Sam’s father, Alvin Hicks, 88, who had been born in Tennessee and 
had no occupation listed. 
 

 
Obituary of Sam Hicks 

Austin American, November 29, 1929 
 

 
Funeral story on Sam Hicks 

Austin American, November 30, 1929 
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Obituary of Lizzie Hicks 

Austin American, June 28, 1938 
 

 
Funeral story for Lizzie Hicks 

Austin American, June 29, 1938 
 
 

Frederick and Lela McClendon (ca. 1936 – ca. 1940) 
Frederick and Lela McClendon appear in the 1930 U.S. Census for San Antonio, Texas.  
Frederick McLendon was then 32, had been born in Mississippi, and was a truck driver for a 
transfer company.  Lela McLendon was then 29, and had been born in Mississippi.  They had 
two children, both of whom had been born in Mississippi. 
 
 

 



 D.12 - 8 

 
Obituary of Frederick Conway McLendon 

Austin American-Statesman, August 17, 1969 
 

Louis and Janie Yates (ca. 1940- ca. 1941) 
The 1940 U.S. Census shows Louis and Janie Yates as the renters of this house.  Louis Yates 
was then 45, had been born in Alabama, and was a self-employed trucker.  Janie Yates was 
then 51, had been born in Alabama, and had no occupation listed.  They had two children:  
Edna, 18; and Bascum, 13.  Neither had an occupation listed.  Edna had been born in Alabama; 
Bascum had been born in Texas.  The family had lived at Malone, Hill County, Texas, in 1935. 

 
Tomas and Isabel Guerra (ca. 1957 - ) 
Tomas and Isabel Guerra appear as the renters of a house at the rear of 1003 E. 5th Street in 
the 1940 U.S. Census.  Tomas Guerra was then 23, had been born in Texas, and was a ditch 
digger for the WPA.  Isabel Guerra was then 18 and had been born in Texas.  She had no 
occupation stated.  They had two young children: Amanda, and Tomas, Jr.  With them lived 
Tomas’ brother, Isidor, 17, who was listed as a “new worker.” 
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Obituary of Thomas Guerra 

Austin American-Statesman, November 24, 1986 
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The house appears on the 1935 Sanborn map. 

 
 
 

 
The 1962 Sanborn map shows the house with the same configuration as shown on the 1935 

map above. 
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